INTO THE SHADOWS
speech opposed the war, admitted that his rival's effort was a
masterpiece, which Demosthenes, had he been present, * must
have admired, and might have envied.'
In June French troops were swarming into Hanover; and the
French general had installed himself in the electoral palace on
which, not long before, George had spent ^50,000 to make it
habitable for his son, the Duke of Cambridge, whom he had
appointed his Viceroy in Hanover. Fox had heard that the
loss of Hanover * affected the King severely '; but others who
were nearer the Court than the Leader of the Opposition have
left it on record that George accepted the news ' with singular
equanimity/ He was, it is true, ' greatly effected by the truly
abominable conduct of the French' in the electorate; but he
had not a shadow of doubt that they would soon be sent about
their business, once Europe was aroused to its duty to wage
ceaseless war against the * Corsican adventurer.'
More disturbing than the loss of Hanover was the news that
Napoleon planned a great invasion of England. Forces were
concentrated around Boulogne and given the grand name of
L'Armee d*Angleterre: transports were sought in every port of
the country and were mustered near at hand to convey the
invaders across * the wet ditch of the Channel.5 In Great Britain
young and old, rich and poor, prince and commoner, sprang to
arms in defence of their homes against c Boney' and his
6 Frenchies.' There was a feverish drilling of militiamen in every
shire: defences were thrown up everywhere. The King was
heart and soul in these warlike preparations: he longed for the
opportunity to lead his fellow-countrymen into battle against
the Frenchmen. At Walmer Pitt, in his capacity as Warden of
the Cinque Ports, took * command of three thousand volunteers,'
and with his customary thoroughness was making preparations
to prevent a landing in that part of die country.
Unhappily the * scare ' produced another disagreement between
the King and Prince of Wales. Not unnaturally the Prince was
eager to play his part in the national defence; and early in
August he wrote to his father, Addington and his brother York,
the Commander-in-Chief, to ask for military employment. He
stated that it was his duty to come forward * in a moment of
unexampled difficulty and danger/ As he had * everything to
lose by defeat' he ought to be allowed * to share in the glory of
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